Association of diverticulosis coli and vascular ectasias and the results of fecal occult blood test.
This study was conducted to clarify the diagnostic value of an immunochemical fecal occult blood test for diverticulosis coli and vascular ectasias of the colon, and to assess the association of these diseases to the results of fecal occult blood test. An immunochemical fecal occult blood test over 2 consecutive days was carried out on 72 patients with diverticulosis coli, on 36 patients with vascular ectasias of the colon, on 36 patients with colon cancer, and on 144 healthy subjects. The test was positive in 13.8% patients with diverticulosis coli, in 11.1% patients with vascular ectasias, in 83.3% patients with colon cancer, and in 6.2% healthy subjects, respectively, showing a significant difference in the detection rate between colonic diverticulosis and colon cancer, between vascular ectasias and colon cancer (P < 0.001). However, there was no significant difference in the detection rate between diverticulosis coli and healthy subjects, and between vascular ectasias and healthy subjects. In addition, there was no significant association between the degrees of diverticulosis coli and vascular ectasias to the results of immunochemical fecal occult blood test. These findings indicate that the immunochemical fecal occult blood is unsuitable for the diagnosis of the patients with colonic diverticulosis and patients with vascular ectasias, and these disorders have little influence on the results of fecal occult blood test.